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Join Obama's unofficial book club
Kevin Baker, Financial Post 
Published: Saturday, January 24, 2009

AbeBooks, an online used book market, invited us to join 

Obama's Book Club. We could choose from a list of 

books favoured by the hope-mongering changevangelist, 

who this week became the free world's 44th leader.

AbeBooks admitted the club "might be unofficial." We 

did not mind. We would be even less keen to join with 

Obama actually presiding over the club. The list of things 

Obama does better than us (talk; walk; kiss; be iconic; 

promise a stimulus package) would grow even longer 

(read a book to the end; make guacamole).

Still, as a marketing trick, the club is worth considering. 

Maybe what North America's economy needs is not 

bailout billions but Obama clubs: Obama's Tech-Gadget-

of-the-Month Club; Obama's Car Club. I'm Barack 

Obama and I approved this Chevy Malibu.
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AbeBooks was not the first to seize upon the promotional 

opportunity Obamapresented. CBC Radio 2, trying to 

attract young listeners, was making a playlist for the 

young President, "49 Songs from North of the 49th 

Parallel." Listeners could nominate songs onto "Obama's 

playlist."

We had to pass -- not because the playlist project was embarrassing, but because it 

contributed to the spread of ignorance about geography. Most Canadians, and 

Canadian singers and songwriters, live south of the 49th parallel -- in Montreal, 

Victoria, Thunder Bay or the Maritimes, for example.

Soon, President Obama will visit Canada. He may find himself asked to accept an MP3 

player and strange claims about its contents. Canadians have chosen 49 songs to 

"define" Canada for him. Why? Because Canada lies north of the 49th parallel. Adding 

to his surprise, Obama may find himself enduring this ceremony in Ottawa, latitude 45, 

or Toronto, latitude 44.

"Do you mean everything south of the 49th parallel is -- ?" Obama will not be able to 

finish the question. Shrieks of hope will reply: "Yes! Have us!"

Last week, when it was reported that "Canadian geese" forced a pilot to crash-land a 

passenger jet on the Hudson River, we sensed the world l owering its gaze upon us. 

Canada, can you not control your geese? Those people nearly died! We fear next time 

there will not be a lucky landing. It will not be geese, either. It will be Anne Murray 

with her rendition of Daydream Believer, in at number 34 on the cool 49.

Earbuds plugged in, Obama will be cutting a rug in the Oval Office. The red phone will 

ring. Ring. Ring.
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