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comesin roya blue/lime, fuchsia/pink and
black and blue/gray for $14.99 through
Saturday. While you're there, check out the
nifty no-icepacks-needed Zero Degrees lunch
bags for $5.99. Just refrigerate the bag before
you fill it, and Junior's lunch will stay chilled.
Visit OfficeMax.com for store locations.
Another store with an overwhelming supply of
affordable backpacks is Forman Mills -- the
discount chain with two mega stores in Detroit
and one in Highland Park. At the later, we
found hundreds of name-brand backpacks
ranging from $6.99 to $29.99, with most well
under $20. A few adorable Hello Kitty designs
were just $14.99. Visit Formanmills.com for
store locations.

2.Notebooks. Target is selling 10-packs of
spiral notebooks in avariety of colorsfor just
$1 -- that's 10 cents per 70-page spiral
notebook. This deal is good while supplies
last, which won't be long. Other placesto find
good prices on paper include InkStop storesin
Troy, Shelby Township and Auburn Hills,
where 70-page Mead spiral notebooks are 9
cents each (limit 5) through Saturday. Rite Aid
stores are selling four 70-page spiral or 60-
page wireless notebooks for $1. Visit Target.
com, Inkstop.net or RiteAid.com for store
locations.

3.Classroom supplies. It'sfairly easy to find
good deals on school standards such as glue,
folders and tape. OfficeMax is selling 12-
packs of pencils or 150-sheet packets of filler
paper for just 10 cents each through Saturday.
And Target has Elmer's glue bottles and glue
stick packs at 5 for $1.

Just remember to pay attention to small supply
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Rolling backpack, $14.99, and orange
lunch tote, $5.99, at OfficeMax. Crayons,
20-pack box of pencils and scissors, $1
each at Dollar Tree. Pack of 10 spiral
notebooks, $1 at Target.

School stylin'

Still not sure about fashion dos and don'ts for the
'06/'07 school year? Choose a letter of this fashion
alphabet soup and score A's in Trends 101:

A is for argyle

B is for slouch boots
C is for camouflage

D is for denim

E is for embellished jeans
F is for ballet flats
G is for gold & metallic touches

H is for hoodies
| is for iPod

J is for jumper dresses

-
.-?"
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purchases. If you're paying more than $1 for

K is for knits

-- TV Listi . . . g !
g basic calculators, scissors, etc., make a quick L& oy [2gelings
cl5 ¢ IS tri M is for military
e e rip to Dollar Tree. The store not only stocks )
i . N is for chunky necklaces
- Wine Report basics such as 64-count crayons for abuck, but 5. ¢ CVercized PR
Eg"ézviews it sells some surprisingly cute folder sets and P is for pendants

Casino Guide
Michigan's Best

IE_i]yingl 4.Cargo pants. Steve & Barry's, known ?'S :Or fkif‘”yjeans
ifestyle i ; is for tunics
e primari ly for college logo apparel, has a huge U is for utiity and cargo pants
Fithess selection of ba.ck-to-.sch(.)ol gl othesfor every Vs Forvests
Forums age. The amazing thing isthis: Nearly W is for wide belts
Ee_VchSTTalf everything costs $6.98 or less. T_hat means X is for xtreme fits
AT cargo pants for guys and gals -- in tan, khaki, Y is for western yoke details
Wings Talk brown and even camouflage -- are just $6.98; Zis for novelty zippers
Lions Talk $5.98 for kids. Suzanne Brown a.lnd Sheba R. Wheeler / Denver Post
?:Z;‘;;‘ST Telk Men's and women's jeans are also $6.98, asare  Related 'lo‘rt'hcbl =
o A slacks, college logo T-shirts, sweatshirtsand ~ * " E‘;"e & nehhox
High Schools pullovers, winter coats and even shoes! Polos  ©  C"eating sieep .
. . [k Sites, software help parents fend off online
Movie Talk for men and women are $5.98 to $6.98. enemies
xgglgg'sk "Starbury" tennis shoes, designed by point . » Safe surfing
Autos Blog guard for the New Y ork Nicks Stephon . ¥ Stressed-out schools
Photo Blog Marbury, are the most expensive item in the
Politics Blog store at $14.98. Stores are located on Michigan

Bizarro News

Entertainment Blog

memo pads. And yes, everything is $1. Find
stores at www.dollartree .com.

and Michigan State campuses and at Great
Lakes Crossing in Auburn Hills, Fairlane

Travel Blog
Parent Blog Town Center in Dearborn and Lakeside Mall
TV Blog in Sterling Heights.

Recreation Blog

Newsmakers Blog

Sports Blog

Motor Sports Blog

5.T-shirts. Right now, JCPenney has afun
selection of graphic T-shirtsfor girls and guys,
most on sale for about $10. Designs include

Q is for quilted jackets
R is for rugby

_Fr’ii;te‘;gsBlBo';’g the popular skull-and-bones motif, tattoo-look
NFL Blog screenprints and even lace details. The gals

Red Wings Blog shirtsare long -- a big trend for the season that
Big 10 Blog works with belts and layering. The other great

High School Sports
Bullard's Pundit Blog
Terry Foster Sports
Tom Long Movies

place for extra-long teesis Pitaya, 211 S. Main
St. in Royal Oak. Its stretchy cotton shirts
come in dozens of colors and in crew, scoop
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Dan Mears Photoblog  gnd V/-neck styles for just $12.

Ffsjs 6.Accessories. Don't pay too much for

LEE Feeds . .
accessories that may be out of stylein a snap.
H&M (the Swedish fashion retailer) is often
just ahead of the trends and offers great prices
on accessories such as hats, jewelry and
purses. And don't count them out for basics,
such as tailored blazers for $34.90 and basic
dresses for $19.90. There are stores at
Briarwood Mall in Ann Arbor and Lakeside
Mall in Sterling Heights. Another will open at
Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi on Aug. 31.
7.Polos and tanks. Old Navy stores are great
for basics, including the long, ribbed tank tops
that fit perfectly under the season's tunics and
long sweaters. They're just $7.50 for two and
come in tons of colors. Old Navy polos -- an
essential for schools that required collared
shirts-- are al'so agreat deal. Men's classic and
women's stretch polos are $12 each for two or
more. Kids' polas arg $7.5010 $_9'50 each. Hat, $6.90; necklace, $9.90; wrap dress,
8.Jeans. For good prices on denim, try T.J. $19.90; and fashion ring, $5.90 at H&M.
Maxx and Marshall's. The discount retailers See full image
sell denim labels such as Tommy Hilfiger,
Ralph Lauren Polo and Hot Kiss for about $13
to $30. Forman Millsis also filled with good
deals on denim, from basic men's Levi's 505
jeans for $14.99 to women's|.e.i. and Bongo
brands for $12.99. Another good bet is Kmart,
where Route 66, Thalia Sodi, Wrangler's and
Levi's (al $16.99 to $26.99) are buy one and
get an additional pair for half-off through
Saturday.
9.USB drives. OK, parents, thisisthe
equivalent of floppy discs or notebooks for our
generation. With more and more schools
requiring students to have computers, the tiny

Wayne E. Smith / The Detroit News

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article?Al D=/20060825/OPINION03/608250408 (4 of 9)8/25/2006 9:03:33 AM


http://info.detnews.com/danielmearsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/includes/rssfeeds.htm
javascript:NewWindow(600,600,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/misc/zoom.pbs&Site=C3&Date=20060825&Category=OPINION03&ArtNo=608250408&Ref=V4');

Do the math: 10 smart buys - 08/25/06 - The Detroit News Online

gadgets are a necessity for storing term papers
and other homework. Through Saturday,
OfficeMax stores are selling 1-gigabyte
Sandisk Cruzer USB Drives for $25.99 -- that's
asavings of $35.

10. Dorm stuff. All student lounge dorm decor
at Kohl'sis at least half-off. You'll find cool
accessories, such asthe rotating globe lamp
(regularly $39.99) for $19.99, and organizers
such as the three-drawer storage cube for
$12.99 (save $22). Ikeais another good bet for
adding fun to your dorm without spending big
bucks. Start with cushion covers, such as the
funky Bettan design in blue and green for
$9.99, or the red and purple velvet Andrea
covers for $14.99.

Cool stuff

Areyour kids still not too keen on heading
back to school? Up their anticipation by
reminding them of the cool things about
heading back to school, including:

. New socks. New underwear. Feels so good!

. New lunchbox.

. Welcome-back posters made by the student
council.

. Rows and rows of perfect, isosceles triangle
tipsin a 64-count box of Crayolas, looking like
a horizonful of mountainsin every color on
Earth.

. Perfectly square, perfectly pink eraser on the
tip of anew No. 2.

. Getting ateacher with afunny last name --
paging Mr. Heiny!

. Cdfeteriarolls: The very definition of
delicious!

. The possihility of being assigned a seat near
your friend.
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T-shirt, $10 at JCPenney. See full image
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Cox News Service
Find bargains

. Set a spending budget.

. Challenge your kids to a savvy shopping
competition. Give them a set amount for a
back-to-school outfit, then judge their
purchasesin a"fashion show" with smartest
shopper earning asmall prize.

. Don't shop without alist. Knowing what you
need cuts down on superfluous purchases.

. Research prices online before you buy.

. Research advertised salesin your newspaper
and advertising circulars before shopping. '~

. Consider atrip to an outlet mall, especialy if :
your child insists on certain fashion labels.

. Toreadly stretch your dollars, explore resale
shops such as Plato's Closet ( www.
platoscloset.com) in Canton, Novi and
Madison Heights. The franchise sells current

styles of brand name clothing, shoes and Wayne E. Smith / The Detroit News
accessories. Teens can aso make money Cargo pants, $5.98 for kids; $6.98 for men
selling their gently used clothing to the store. U3 G £ SRR 4 BRI 6.

. See full image
Kara G Morrison J

The Detroit News

Online price check

Search for back-to-school deals on these
discount Web sites. The price comparisons
will help you set and stick to a spending
budget.

. Abebooks.com. This collaboration of
independent booksellers advertises asale on
classroom textbooks.

. Shoplocal.com. Search for specific items and
compare advertised sales at arearetail stores
using their search engine.

. Gap.com. Shop for denim and popular school
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fashions.

. JCPenney.com. Shop for school clothing to
dorm decor.

. Kmart.com. Shop for school supplies, clothes
and more.

. Kohls.com. Find school clothes, accessories
and dorm doodads.

. OldNavy.com. Find school clothes and
accessories for all ages.

. OfficeM ax.com. Find backpacks and school
supplies.

. Overstock.com. Thisonline store sells
everything from dorm necessities to school
clothes and shoes.

. SmartBargains.com. ThisWeb site for

L oehmann's discount stores sells designer
clothes, shoes and accessories.

. Target.com. Find school supplies, clothing,
dorm decor and more.

. Walmart.com. Find school supplies, clothing,
dorm decor and more.

. Zappos.com. Shop for and compare prices on
name brand shoes.

Kara G. Morrison

The Detroit News

You can reach Kara Morrison at (313) 222-
2021 or kmorrison @detnews.com.

More Columnists Headlines

. Will TV's 'Survivor' survive making race its next big

theme?

. Bates' trial exposes a career built on political

corruption

. Union only improves public education
. President Bush isn't stupid; he just speaks wrong

kind of English

. Fox's 'Prison Break' is now online
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Long, ribbed tanks, $7.50 for two at Old
Navy. See full image
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Software, site warn about spammers surfers who's
likely to sell out to spammers

'Invincible' takes feel-good story and runs with it
Brighton Township panel digs deep for tree
compromise

Government programs won't eradicate culture of
poverty

Nuclear Iran could be a disaster for U.S.

More HD radios in stores for holidays

Loneliness gets the best of widower

Tomatillo salsa gives chicken a Southwest kick
Cooked tomatoes? You bet

Homemade sauce has many uses

Perseverance, grit are key to building up a business
Stick with foam for the best insulation

. Wanted: Real African-American families

Car design and fashion speeding toward a merger

The Gap

On the left, logo hat, $9.50; long-sleeved
thermal varsity T-shirt, $19.50; rugby Capri
pants, $34.50. At right, short-sleeved rugby
polo, $12.50; butterfly embroidered jeans,
$39.50, from The Gap. See full image
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