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WHY IS EVERYONE NAKED, MOTHER? Pat Montandon’s new memoir, “Oh the Hell of It All,” is a 
response of sorts to her son Sean Wilsey’s memoir, “Oh the Glory of It All,” which made the hardcover 
list for three weeks in 2005. Montandon’s book definitely isn’t her first. In 1968 she published a chic 
and sunny primer called “How to Be a Party Girl.” Poking around in that earlier book does give you a 
sense of what it must have been like to be Sean Wilsey. Chapter Five is titled “Why Is Everyone Naked, 
Mother?” The answer: “Shh, darling, this is a Garden of Eden Party. You’ll understand when you’re a 
little older. Run along, now.” Montandon’s book also includes this helpful advice: “Suppose you read in 
the newspaper one morning that a rarely seen comet is approaching Earth, and will be visible on a 
certain evening a few weeks off. Do you yawn and go on to the stock market reports and the obituaries? 
Not if you’re a Party Girl. You telephone the City Fathers ... and you ask them if they would like to lend 
you the Planetarium, for a Comet-Viewing Party.” When Playboy asked Montandon to pose for a 
centerfold, she declined: “Experts in the entertainment field tell me there’s such a thing as overexposure, 
and I certainly wouldn’t want to be a bore.” Alex Kuczynski reviews the new book this week.

THE CYBERSPACE CONCEIT: William Gibson’s new novel, “Spook Country,” enters the fiction list 
this week at No. 6. Two of his previous novels have appeared here: “Virtual Light” in 1993, and “Pattern 
Recognition” in 2003. The book that put Gibson on the map, of course, was his first, “Neuromancer,” 
published in 1984. Gerald Jonas, then the Book Review’s science fiction columnist, reviewed the book 
when its paperback edition arrived in 1985. Here’s some of what he had to say: “The story moves faster 
than the speed of thought, but even when I wasn’t sure what was happening, I felt confident that Mr. 
Gibson would pull me through, and he did. The ‘cyberspace’ conceit allows him to dramatize computer 
hacking in nontechnical language, although I wonder how much his somewhat florid descriptions of the 
‘bodiless exultation of cyberspace’ will mean to readers who have not experienced the illusion of power 
that punching the keyboard of even a dinky little word processor can give. (P.S. I still think 
‘Neuromancer’ is a terrible title.)”

KITE RUNNING: Khaled Hosseini’s second novel, “A Thousand Splendid Suns,” is, once again, at the 
top of the fiction list. Meanwhile, on used-book Web sites, the value of some editions of his first novel, 
“The Kite Runner,” is rising. On abebooks.com, for example, one edition is offered for $1,500. The ad’s 
come-on notes: “Signed by Khaled Hosseini on the title page in both Farsi and English (simply signed, 
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not inscribed to anyone) ... comes with a GLOSSY PHOTO of the author at the signing event, and two 
PROMO BOOKMARKS! This is one of the most collectible books in recent memory, with the prices 
surely to go up when the movie based on this remarkable novel comes out at the end of 2007.” 
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