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No Landslide for Candidates' Books 

Senate candidate Barack Obama's oratorical star turn during the 
Democratic National Convention made his nine-year-old memoir, Dreams 
From My Father, a hot title, with used copies of the hardcover book 
selling for hundreds of dollars and pre-orders for the forthcoming 
paperback version propelling the title onto Amazon.com's bestseller list. 
On the eve of the paperback's release, PW Daily looked at whether the 
upcoming election was boosting interest in other candidates' books.  

On the used market, John Kerry's 1971 title, The New Soldier, makes 
Obama's book look like an impulse buy in comparison, with sellers asking 
$2,500 for a first edition hardcover on Abebooks.com. The book includes 
photos of anti-war veterans and a speech critical of the Vietnam War that 
Kerry made before a Senate Committee three decades ago.  

But the election doesn't seem to have done much for candidates' newer 
books. While Obama's book ranked at number 40 on Amazon.com's 
bestseller list today, the books of his opponent in the race, conservative 



 
 

 
 

radio commentator Alan Keyes, continue to languish in the five- and six-
digit neighborhood. The paperback of Masters of the Dream: The 
Strength and Betrayal of Black America (Quill, 1996) was at 342,491, 
while the paperback of Our Character, Our Future (Zondervan, 1996) 
ranked number 27,053.  

The presidential candidates fared only slightly better. John Edwards's 
Four Trials (Simon & Schuster, 2003), sat at the 1,901 spot--and the 
newly released paperback ranked far below that. As for his running mate, 
Kerry had better hope he generates votes better than book sales. His A 
Call to Service, published in paperback last month by Penguin Books, was 
at 10,770 on the Amazon ranking today. Next month Public Affairs will 
find out whether the Kerry-Edwards teams can move books, when it 
publishes the official campaign title, Our Plan for America. The book is 
guaranteed to find its way into at least some readers' hands--the 
campaign plans to give away copies during stump stops.--Karen Holt  

Back to top »  

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 
 
The only mass market edition available-only $6.99! Filled with exclusive reporting and analysis by The New York 
Times, this is the full final report from the 9/11 Commission surrounding the circumstances of the terrorist attacks.  
 
The questions every American wants answered can be found in THE 9/11 REPORT from Thomas Dunne Books/St. 
Martin's Paperbacks. ISBN: 0-312-9355-4, only $6.99  
 

 

  

The Bourne Curiosity: Abebooks's July Bestsellers 

The following are the bestselling titles on the North American and U.K. 
sites of Abebooks, which offers new, used, rare and out-of-print books. 
The Da Vinci Code continues to be a hot seller; the new movie version of 
The Bourne Supremacy starring Matt Damon has piqued interest in some 
of Robert Ludlum's books featuring Jason Bourne.  

Abebooks.com  

1. Fish by Stephen C. Lundin  
2. The Power of Now by Eckhart Tolle  
3. Rich Dad, Poor Dad by Robert T. Kiyosaki  
4. The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown  
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5. Cashflow Quadrant: Rich Dad's Guide to Financial Freedom by 
Robert T. Kiyosaki  

6. The Bourne Supremacy by Robert Ludlum  
7. The Bourne Ultimatum by Robert Ludlum  
8. Who Moved My Cheese? by Spencer Johnson  
9. The Bourne Identity by Robert Ludlum  

10. The Notebook by Nicholas Sparks  

Abebooks.co.uk  

1. The Job by Douglas Kennedy  
2. Best in Children's Books  
3. The Posters of Picasso by Joseph K. Foster  
4. Wild Food by Roger Phillips  
5. Stainless Steel Rat by Harry Harrison  
6. Lost in a Good Book by Jasper Fforde  
7. National Geographic Magazine  
8. Oxford Reading Tree by Rod Hunt  
9. Women Who Love Too Much by Robin Norwood  

10. I, Robot by Isaac Asimov  

Back to top »  

 

  

Authors on the Air: A Meal in Provence 

Patricia Wells stopped by Sunday Morning on CBS yesterday to talk about 
her latest, The Provence Cookbook (HarperCollins, $29.95). PW praised 
the book's ingredients: "While the recipes are truly French (with an 
occasional cross-cultural contribution), Wells has done her usual trick of 
translating them for relaxed American cooking; she's also provided 
enticing vignettes on local markets; on ingredients, like the nutty 
camargue rice; and on other culinary suppliers such as Hervé Poron, 'The 
Truffle King.' In themselves, the listings make a useful guide."  

Yesterday on All Things Considered, Jasper Fforde talked about his latest 
novel, Something Rotten: A Thursday Next Mystery (Viking, $24.95).  

For more detailed information about author appearances on these shows 
and others as well as listings of book mentions and book reviews, see 
Motor Online. The service monitors nationally broadcast TV and radio 
programs and develops comprehensive listings of books, music, 
magazines, videos, film and software featured on more than 60 
programs.  

For more information on these titles, click here.  

Back to top »  
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ADVERTISEMENT 

 
 
"Now available! CRITICAS' Directory of the Spanish Language Publishing Marketplace, the only resource guide 
covering the entire industry with complete listings of publishers, translators, libraries, literary agents, distributors, media, 
wholesalers, associations and trade shows. Order your copy today, only $39.95. Call 800-588-1030." 
 
Any additional questions about Criticas please contact: 
criticasdirectory@reedbusiness.com  
 

 

JOB OF THE DAY 

 
We had 14 new jobs posted in the last seven days! Here's one of the 53 positions currently listed on PW JobZone: 

SENIOR SALES REPRESENTATIVE  

Augsburg Fortress Publishers 
Minneapolis, MN  
 
Augsburg Fortress Publishers is seeking a Sr. Sales Representative.  
 
To learn more about this and other job opportunities, visit: 
jobs.publishersweekly.com  

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT

ARE YOU REACHING YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE? 

PW Daily can be your vehicle to reach booksellers, publishers, 
librarians and other book publishing professionals. 
 
Don't hesitate. Call now for availability! 
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Top Banner - $1,750 Weekly/$7,000 Monthly 
Top Text ad - $500 Daily 
Middle banner $1,250 Weekly/$5,000 Monthly 
Middle Text ad - $400 Daily 
Bottom Text ad - $350 Daily 
Bottom banner - $600 Weekly/$2,400 Monthly 

To advertise, contact: Jody Fenty 
Ph: (646) 746-6419 
Fax: (646) 746-6536 
Email: jody.fenty@reedbusiness.com 

 

ALERT: Having trouble receiving our newsletter? If not, you may be soon. 

Find out how to stop spam filters from blocking our newsletters before they even reach your inbox.

   

About PW Daily for Booksellers 

 
  PW Daily for Booksellers is published weekdays, except holidays. 

  

Executive Editor: John Mutter (jmutter@reedbusiness.com or 646-746-6776) 

 

Editor: Karen Holt (KHolt@reedbusiness.com or 646-746-6854) 
Please send comments or corrections to either of the above. 

 

For advertising 

inquiries: 

Patricia Fiore (N.Y., N.J.) (pfiore@reedbusiness.com or  
646-746-6809)  
Roy Kops (West Coast) (rkops@reedbusiness.com or 650-369-0484) 
Matt Hurley (Midwest/South) (pubwkly@aol.com or 630-759-7136) 
Rob Wardlaw (N.Y., Pa., Md., Del.) (rwardlaw@reedbusiness.com or 
646-746-6795) 
Joe Murray (Classified/Media Services Manager) 
(jomurray@reedbusiness.com or 646-746-7059) 

 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe: If you are currently a subscriber to Publishers Weekly magazine and 
would like to start receiving this or other e-mail newsletters, 

click here» 

To subscribe to Publishers Weekly, or to learn more about our 

subscription package, click here» 

To remove your name from PW Daily's mailing list, click here» 

 

Change Your You are currently registered to receive PW Daily for Booksellers at your e-
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Profile: mail address: MEDIA@ABEBOOKS.COM 
To change delivery options, e-mail address or register for other Publishers 

Weekly newsletters, click here » 

 
If you are currently receiving the HTML version of PW Daily but would 
prefer to receive the text-only version, simply visit your subscription 
preferences page and select the TEXT option. The change will take 
effect in two to three days.  
NOTE: If you've never visited the site before, or if the site doesn't 
remember you, you must first log in here and then follow the directions 
above.  

 

Questions? If you have any technical questions or need further assistance, please 
contact our Online Support Team: 
Online Support Team 
Reed Business Information 
275 Washington St, Newton, MA 02458 
Fax: 630-288-8394 
eletters@reedbusiness.com  

If you have any subscription questions, please contact customer service: 
custserv@espcomp.com. 

For all other inquiries, please contact PW's Web master, Karin Bilich: 
kbilich@reedbusiness.com. 

 
 To read our Privacy Policy, click here »  

 
To subscribe to Publishers Weekly, or to learn 

more about our subscription package, click here »

 

© 2003 Reed Business 
Information, a division of  
Reed Elsevier Inc. 
All rights reserved.  
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