
 

NYTimes: Home - Site Index - Archive - Help Welcome, mcrossan - Member Center - Log Out

Go to a Section Quotes: Site Search:

NYTimes.com > Business > Media & Advertising 

MOST WANTED MEDIA 

Browsing the Stacks 
By SHELLY FREIERMAN  
Published: May 17, 2004 
 

RILLING DOWN/USED BOOKS 

Browsing the Stacks  

For some bibliophiles, negotiating dusty aisles of 
floor-to-ceiling shelves and stacked tables is 
becoming a thing of the past. Sales of used books, 
from mass-market paperbacks that sell for 50 cents 
to leather-bound first editions that sell for thousands 
of dollars, are increasingly being made online.  

According to a 2003 survey by Book Hunter Press, 
which publishes guides to book dealers in the United 
States and Canada, sales of used books online have 
increased 11.3 percent since 2001.  

The increase does not mean that traditional 
booksellers are suffering. “The stores contribute the 
bulk of the inventory online, because they’re the 
ones with the huge inventories of books,” said Susan 
Siegel, a co-owner of Book Hunter Press. In fact, 80 
percent of sales in the $614 million market were 
made by brick-and-mortar stores, which have 
adapted to the new technology and are selling both in 
the stores and online.  

The survey also found that 78 percent of used-book 
dealers had sources of income in addition to sales 
revenue -- often Social Security or pensions. The 
Web has made it easier for retirees and part-time 
sellers to reach customers.  

By SHELLY FREIERMAN 
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STOCKS 

Stocks  

Over all, technology and media stocks fell last week, 
mirroring declines in the three major market 
benchmarks. Cablevision, which declined 5.7 percent 
for the week, said that it had narrowed its losses but 
increased its high-speed Internet subscribers over last 
year.  
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