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employee owned) is the world's largest marketplace for used, rare and out-
of-print books. But its 100 employees never handle a book — that is done
by the member bookstores, who pay a monthly fee, depending on the
numbers of books they want listed, and a commission on each book sold.

Wertz, estimates that 10 per cent of the books sold on ABEbooks.com are,
in fact, new books, and says that 50 small presses are already members,
selling directly to customers.

Paul McNally, co-owner of McNally Robinson Booksellers in Winnipeg,
says his store's Web site does a "a small but interesting amount" of
business, mostly within Manitoba, and may not benefit from linking to the
global marketplace.

"Regional publishers direct their traffic to us. Customers tend to be from
the region," he says.

A bookseller's worst nightmare is publishers selling directly to the public.
"I think independents will make strong representation to publishers that
they should support their dealer network," says McNally. "The dealer
network is very important to writers, publishers and Canadian culture."

"I don't see the larger publishers going that way," says Wertz, "but there
are hundred of small independent presses in the U.S., who have major
distribution problems because if you don't get listed by a wholesaler there
such as Ingram's, you have no chance to reach the stores."

One Canadian press who will sign on is Trafford Publishing, also based in
Victoria, which publishes books for a fee. "They (ABE) have a huge
volume of traffic on their site so it will give our authors greater exposure,
says Kingstone Reed, vice-president of the firm which puts out software
manuals and 2,500 books yearly that regular bookstores are reluctant to
carry.
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